
 

GLENGORMLEY METHODIST CHURCH 

Arrangements for Solitary Prayer 

Please note the following arrangements and requirements for those wishing to enter the church for the purposes of solitary 

prayer. We are acting under the direction and authority of the Methodist Church in Ireland and must abide by various health and 

safety matters in order to protect all those entering our premises. We appreciate your compliance and support. 

1 Glengormley Methodist Church will be open on selected days and times, when it is safe to do so and we can 

ensure that we have the necessary levels of stewarding, for the purpose of solitary prayer. 

2 Solitary prayer means that individuals may enter the church sanctuary for private prayer. This will not be like a 

regular church prayer meeting and there will be no corporate prayer at this time.  

3 Couples may enter together, but will have to sit in designated seats that will be socially distanced; these chairs 

are not to be moved from their position. 

4 While we do not envisage a full car park when the church is open for this purpose, we would ask that those 

using the car park, park at a reasonable distance from any cars that might already be there. 

5 There will be a steward at the Ballyclare Road entrance to the church to explain the arrangements to those 

wishing to enter.  

6 No one showing any COVID-19 signs of being unwell should attempt to enter the building until they are fully 

recovered. 

7 The maximum capacity in the sanctuary is 6 and it will be necessary to queue, or perhaps wait in a car, if all the 

seats are taken. 

8 It is compulsory to use hand sanitiser which will be provided and follow the one-way system around the church 

that will be clearly identified. 

9 It is compulsory for the steward to record the name, address and contact number for each person accessing 

the church. This is for track and trace purposes, should that be necessary, and is a mandatory requirement of 

the Methodist Church in Ireland. Anyone not prepared to provide this information will not be permitted to 

enter. This information will be stored securely and destroyed after 4 weeks.  

10 There will be a prayer station set up in the Link Area to help stimulate thoughts for prayer that anyone can 

avail of as they make their way towards the entrance to the sanctuary. 

11 There will be a second steward at the entrance to the sanctuary to ensure that those entering know where 

they are to go. We ask that you wait at the door until the steward can direct you to your seat.  

12 Those attending for prayer will enter the sanctuary and walk down the centre aisle to the space in front of the 

communion rail, there will be 6 chairs placed at socially distanced intervals. These chairs are not to be moved 

from their position.  

13 It will not be possible to sit in the pews or to use the pew bibles.  

14 Once individuals have finished praying, they are to exit the sanctuary promptly and quietly via the right-hand 

aisle closest to the church organ and follow the one-way system to leave the church premises. 

15 There will be no access to other parts of the church and the toilets will be out of use.  

16 We ask all those attending not to congregate in the church entrance hall or outside the church doors, to 

ensure that there is no build-up of people at these areas.  

17  There will be hand sanitiser available at the front of the church and we would ask that this is also used prior to 

leaving the church building.  

18 Tissues and bins will be available in the Link Area and at the front of the church. Please dispose of any used 

tissues in the bins provided.  

19 The stewards will ensure that a fresh chair is provided for each new person arriving for prayer.  

We are all trying to determine the best and safest way to manage opening the building for the purposes of solitary prayer. We 

reserve the right to amend these instructions, should we deem that necessary, once we see how this develops in practice. At all 

times, the safety of all those concerned will be paramount; however, we wish to state that the purpose of the opening of the 

building is to provide an opportunity for private prayer and trust that all entering the sanctuary will be sensitive to the needs of 

others by conducting themselves in a respectful and accommodating manner. 

We look forward to welcoming you back, even though it continues to be in this limited capacity. 
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